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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



Preparation for the Peace Congress at Chicago is going 
forward as rapidly as possible. It is no easy matter to 
arrange for an occasion as important as this will be. The 
programme of subjects will be published at an early day, 
and the speakers announced as fast as they can be secured. 
These must be selected from different parts of the world, 
and this takes time. We call the attention of our read- 
ers to the "Appeal for Funds" for peace work at Chi- 
cago, published again in this number, and also to the 
Exhibit circular. We hope serious attention will be given 
at once to the appeal for funds, and any who have any 
objects to contribute to the Exhibit will kindly commu- 
nicate at once with the chairman of the committee having 
it in charge. Space has been granted for this Exhibit. 
It is 16.5 by 30 feet, 495 square feet, assignment No. 
347, group 157, class 924, department L, in the depart- 
ment of Liberal Arts. 



Some of our readers may already have seen the impor- 
tant paper on an International Tribunal of Arbitration, 
by Sir Edmund Hornby, which appeared in a recent 
number of the London Herald oj Peace. For the many 
who will not have seen it we reprint it in full in this num- 
ber of the Advocate. It is interesting not only as being 
the latest and perhaps the most perfectly developed plan 
which has appeared for the organization of such a court, 
but as coming from a gentleman of wide experience in 
just that line of service which fits one to speak intelli- 
gently on such a theme. He was formerly Judge of the 
Supreme (English) Consular Court of the Levant, at 
Constantinople, and has also acted as British Commis- 
sioner for claims between the United States and Great 
Britain. The subject is one of such vast and growing 
importance that it may well attract the attention and 
elicit the judgment of eminent jurists and statesmen 
everywhere. 

The Committee appointed by the United States Sen- 
ate to investigate and report to that body the facts in 
relatkm to the employment for private purposes of armed 
bodies of men, or detectives, in connection with differ- 
ences between workmen and employers, made its report 
on the 10th of February. The report, with the evidence 
taken in the investigation, covers 270 pages. The Com- 
mittee is not clear that Congress has power to legislate 
on the subject in general, but thinks that it may legislate 
to prevent the movement of such armed bolies from one 
State to another. The more important parts of the report 
may be summarized as follows : 

The employment of armed bodies of men for private 
purposes, either by employers or employees, should not 



be resorted to. It tends to exasperation and makes a 
peaceful solution more difficult. It is an assumption of 
the State's authority by private citizens. Many of the 
States are legislating against the employment of such 
bodies of men, as they have an undoubted right to do. 

The rights of employers and workmen are equal. Em- 
ployers have the right to employ and dismiss men at 
pleasure, provided they fulfil their agreements. Work- 
men can legally organize for mutual protection and im- 
provement, can quit work singly or in a body, if dissatis- 
fied with their wages or hours of work, after having sought 
an amicable adjustment. Having done so, they have no 
legal or moral right to try by force to keep others from 
taking their places, nor to occupy or injure the property 
of their employers. 

Most of the laboring men who gave testimony before 
the committee advocated the principle of arbitration or 
conciliation. 

The report clearly indicates that there is a remedy in 
the courts for unlawful strikes, and that where this remedy 
has been tried it was speedily applied and found to be 
adequate. 

The committee has nothing to say in commendation of 
Mr. Frick's methods. 

The report closes with these words : 

" Your Committee recognizes the gravity of the exist- 
ing conflict between employers and workmen in this coun- 
try. In the final test of our institutions this may play an 
important part, and hence anything that tends to mitigate 
the evil should be welcomed by all. Our investigations 
have led us to conclude that the fault is not wholly on one 
side, and that both employers and the employed should 
be willing and anxious to find a middle ground upon 
which they can meet and adjust their differences without 
strikes, riots, bloodshed or suffering. That middle ground 
seems to be in the direction of arbitration. When that 
principle is recognized the chasm which now exists be- 
tween these two classes will be closed to a large extent, 
the necessity for the use of armed force, if it ever existed, 
will be done away with, and a new order of things, that of 
good will and kindly feeling, will take the place of the 
hates and the bitterness which now prevail in many of our 
industrial communities. To that end we bespeak the co- 
operation of all patriotic citizens, and your Committee 
will welcome any legislation which will tend to secure the 
laboring man his every right without depriving the em- 
ployer of his ; for both are guaranteed by the Constitution 
and the laws of the land." 



As might have been expected, the new peace movement 
in Germany is having to run the gauntlet of ridicule. 
This will only tend, however, to bring to the surface the 
strong undercurrent of dislike for the burdensome system 
of militarism. The Baroness von Suttner's work is too 
well founded to be laughed out of existence by parodies 
on her book, " Die Waffen Nieder," or on the journal 
with the same name which she has established in Berlin. 
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The poetic instincts of the lovers of war seem to have 
been awakened to new life by the title, "Die Waffen 
Nieder." One of them has written a poem entitled " Die 
Waffen Hoch," in which he exclaims : 

" Die Waffen hoch! So war es recht! 
Was weisz em Weib von Mannesdingen." 
(Lift high your arms ; for this is right ; 
Of manly ways what knows a woman ? ) 



It is to be hoped that the trouble between the two 
pretending Houses in Kansas is practically at an end. It 
has illustrated, dangerously, the unreasonable extent to 
which partisanship may be carried. One of the greatest 
perils of our government by political parties is the ten- 
dency of every party to think that it contains all the 
wisdom and goodness and patriotism, and that all others 
are made up of liars, scoundrels and fools. It seems 
almost miraculous tb.it Topeka has not been the scene of 
a cruel and bloody battle. The history of the conflict is 
known in every corner of the land and needs no repetition 
here. But for the fact that the citizen in the Kansas 
militia got the better of the soldiers and led to point- 
blank disobedience to the Governor's orders, there would 
be many broken hearts and broken homes in the State 
to-day. Even if the Populists were right in their claims, 
they made a great mistake in not submitting at once to 
the decision of the Supreme Court. That is the true 
American way, and the parly that follows it will always gain 
in the long run. To talk of reorganizing the militia on 
a purely partisan basis is the most unwise thing that this 
new party, so near to a complete success in the State, 
could possibly think of doing. This is the age in which 
battles are won by truth, by law and by patience, and 
not by the sledge-hammer, the bayonet and the Win- 
chester. 



The subject of capital punishment has recently been 
receiving an unusual amount of attention. Bills are 
pending in several States for the abolition of the death 
penalty, in Massachusetts among the rest. In Michigan, 
which abolished capital punishment some years ago, a 
measure has been introduced into the Legislature for its 
reestablishment. A bill for abolition is also before the 
Judiciary Committee of the United States House of Rep- 
resentatives, having been introduced on the ninth of June 
last by Hon. Newton Martin Curtis of New York, whose 
speech on its presentation was an able and comprehensive 
one. We notice that those who favor the retention of 
the old system are very fond of calling the advocates of 
abolition " sentimentalists." Bat it is the " sentimen- 
talists" who always conquer in the long run, because they 
have reason as well as sentiment on their side. We hope 
that all our readers carefully studied the very ably written 
article of Professor Maulsby in our last issue. 



The principal provisions of Mr. Gladstone's Home Rule 
bill for Ireland have already been given in our columns. 
The bill passed its first reading in the House of Commons 
on the 17th of February and the second reading was fixed 
for the 13th of March. There was " tremendous cheer- 
ing " as the Prime Minister advanced up the floor of the 
House and presented the bill. The 13th of February, 
the day on which the bill was presented by Mr. Gladstone 
in a speech over two hours long, may become very mem- 
orable in the history of English legislation. The age of 
the speaker and of the question which he discussed, as 
well as the supreme importance of the subject, in its wider 
bearings, not only to the United Kingdom but also to the 
whole civilized world, combined to draw the attention of 
thinking men everywhere to that historic chamber on that 
day. The " animated scene " in the palace yard at West- 
minster on that morning and the " disorderly rush " for 
seats when the doors were opened were an index of the 
world-wide interest felt in the subject. On this side of 
the water there was more genuine feeling of interest in the 
measure brought forward than there would have been if 
we had been creating a new State. 

There is but one feeling in America as to the rightness 
and general wisdom of the measure, in its chief lines. 
With its minor details we have nothing to do. They be- 
long to England and Ireland alone and not to us. But 
its main provisions for the local self-government of Ireland 
are so thoroughly American, that they do not need any 
argument in their support in this country. National union 
and local self-government have proved themselves in our 
experiment not only not incompatible but to be the two 
strongest pillars of our power and our peace. We sin- 
cerely hope that Mr. Gladstone may live to see the exper- 
iment tried in Ireland. The method which he and his 
advisers have recommended seems so simple and of such 
easy application, so conservative- of all the interests of 
the British Union as well as promotive of the best local 
interests of Ireland, that the day ought not to be far off 
when even the Conservative House of Lords would volun- 
tarily accept it, without having to be forced to do so. 

Mr. Gladstone said in closing his speech : 

" The sooner we stamp the seal which will efface all 
former animosities and open the era of peace and good 
will — the better. For my own part, I never will and never 
can be a party to bequeathing to my country the continu- 
ance of this heritage of discord which has been handed 
down from generation to generation, through seven cen- 
turies, this heritage of discord, with all the evils that fol- 
low in its train. It would be misery for me if I had fore- 
gone or omitted in these closing years of my life any 
measure it was possible for me to take toward upholding 
and promoting the cause which I believe to be the cause, 
not of one party or one nation, but of all parties and all 
nations. 

" To these nations, viewing them as I do, with their vast 
opportunities, under a living union for power and happi- 
ness, to these nations I say : ' Let me entreat you— if it 



AMERICAN ADVOCATE OF PEA.CE. 



63 



were my last breath, I would so entreat you— let the dead 
bury their dead, and cast behind you former recollections 
of bygone evils ; cherish, love and sustain one another 
through all the vicissitudes of human affairs in times that 
are to come.' " 



The English Peace Societies are confining their petition 
work to the one practical matter of trying to induce the 
English Government to accept the proposition of the 
United States to establish a permanent treaty of arbitra- 
tion between the two nations. Mr. William Eandal 
Cremer, M. P., has given notice in the House of Com- 
mons of a motion to that effect, and the petitions are to 
be presented at the same time that the motion is made. 
We shall hope that entire success will crown the effort. 



The treaty for the annexation of Hawaii, given on 
another page, which was sent by President Harrison to 
the Senate on the 15th of February, and which at one 
time seemed likely to go through with a " rush," has been 
forced to " bide its time." Resolutions favoring annex- 
ation have been adopted by the House and referred by the 
Senate to the committee on federal relations. Action on 
the subject will almost certainly not be reached before 
Congress adjourns. Some of the Hawaiian Comnrs- 
sioners have gone home discouraged as to the prospects 
of the treaty. No harm can come of due delay in so 
important a matter. Annexation is favored by many of 
the very best citizens of our country, missionaries who 
have seen Hawaii included. England has made no official 
protest to annexation, as the papers gave out at firot. 
The provisional government of the island has been recog- 
nized by every foreign nation represented there. The 
United States has done most of what has been done for 
the civilization of the natives. All this points to annexa- 
tion as the right thing to do. But there is a deeper 
question involved. The abandonment of our continental 
policy and the adoption of a colonial one, which the 
absorption of Hawaii would necessarily involve, would 
almost certainly bring about complications and difficulties 
and naval expenses outweighing in the long run all the 
advantages which might accrue to us or to the Hawaiians 
by annexation. All this needs consideration by our whole 
people and we are glad the Senate is moving with delib- 
eration. 



The Behring Sea Arbitration Commission met in Paris 
on the 23d of February, formally organized for work and 
then adjourned till the 23d of March, when the proceedings 
will commence in earnest. The arbitrators are Justice 
Harlan (United States), Lord Hannen (England), Mar- 
quis Venosta (Italy), Baron Alfonse de Courcel (France) 
and Judge Gram (Sweden), the latter of whom was not 
present at the formal opening. 



The German army bill is making no progress. The 
government has sought by every conceivable means known 
to legislative proceedings to get a majority in its favor, 
but at present the uncertainty about its passing is 
apparently as great as ever. 



The article on the " Boys' Brigade," which appeared in 
the last number of the Advocate, has been put into tract 
form and may be had at this office at the rate of fifty 
cents per hundred. 

The tract entitled "Woman and Peace," now out of 
print, has been called for so often recently that Mrs. L. 
Ormiston Chant, the author of it, has consented to prepare 
a new one with the same title. This will be published by 
the American Peace Society and on sale at its office. 



The Austrian Peace Society held its first annual meet- 
ing recently. Addresses were made by the Baroness von 
Suttner, Prince Wrede, Baron Pirquet and others, and 
were listened to by an enthusiastic audience, among whicli 
were members of the University Peace Union. 



The American Colonization Society, whose seventy- 
sixth annual report has just been published, has sent fifty 
emigrants to Liberia during the past year. The Society 
sent out its first party of colonists in 1821, and every 
year since has sent out emigrants, the total number up to 
the present being 22,135 who have been assisted in find- 
ing homes in Liberia. The report says that the number 
of persons applying for aid in emigrating is increasing 
rather than diminishing, and that many thousands of 
these are now before the Society. Limited funds 
prevent the sending out of any but a small portion of 
those wishing to go. The government of the Republic 
of Liberia is reported to be in a highly satisfactory condi- 
tion, and the policy of the Colonization Society for the 
future is, in addition to sending out suitable colonists, to 
assist the Liberian Government in establishing and foster- 
ing an efficient system of public schools, to promote more 
direct and rapid communication between that country and 
the United States, to collect more full and reliable infor- 
mation about the country, in a word, to stimulate Liberia 
to depend more and more on herself. 



The naval appropriation bill was passed by the House 
of Representatives on February the 20th. Mr. Herbert 
of Alabama, in presenting the bill to be voted on, said 
that the total amount carried by it, including appropria- 
tions for public works incidental to the naval establishment 
and for increase of the navy, was $21,234,160. Mr. 
Boutelle of Maine tried ineffectually to delay the bill, 
contending that it ought to carry an appropriation for the 
further increase of the nav}', by at least one battleship. 



